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S
tories about criminal justice are all around us. From controversy sur-
rounding a situation in which the leader of a neighborhood watch 
group shot an unarmed African American male to a case where a 
woman suspected of killing her two-year-old daughter was found 

not guilty, we are inundated with criminal justice stories. The stories we hear 
are often just that—superficial, and sometimes inaccurate, descriptions of 
actual events. To fully understand these “stories,” it is helpful to have a basic 
understanding of criminal justice. Figure 1.1 depicts how different groups 
view criminal justice. As an introduction to criminal justice, this chapter 
focuses on the criminal justice system, the juvenile justice system, the crimi-
nal justice process, and the roles of criminal justice.

´´ The Criminal Justice System

The phrase criminal justice system is used to describe the three main 
components of criminal justice: the police, the courts, and corrections. In 
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The Many Dimensions of Criminal JusticeFIGURE 1.1

criminal justice system: 
A phrase used to describe the 
three main components of 
criminal justice: the police, the 
courts, and corrections.
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